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Development of Research Farm
Bernard Havlovic, superintendent
Armstrong Farm
The research farm continues to grow and develop in its eighth year of operation. Erosion control improvements were made to the farm's north 80 when 1,850 feet of narrow based terraces were constructed in early May. The two remaining old farmstead buildings on the north 80 were dismantled, and the site was leveled and seeded to serve as field day parking area. A home demonstration orchard consisting of both heirloom and newly released fruit varieties were planted near the farm's learning center. This planting was made possible thanks to a grant from the East Pottawattamie Soil and Water Conservation District and will be used in future years as a site for fruit tree pruning and management classes.
Neely-Kinyon Farm
Improvements to the Neely-Kinyon Farm in 2000 included the seeding of a 25-acre field to Kura clover. Once established, this area of the farm will be used for year-round grazing trials utilizing this legume. Accessibility to the farm was improved with the widening of the farm's main entrance. The widening of the driveway allows for semi traffic to more easily enter and exit the farmstead.
Lauren Christian Swine Farm
Two improvements made to the Lauren Christian Swine Farm in 2000 included the cleaning and reshaping of the farm's drainage ditch and the construction of the farm's dead animal composting structure. The ditch was cleaned out in early spring and the six bin composting structure was completed in July. 
Field Experiments
Field Days and Tours
We encourage everyone to visit the Armstrong, Neely-Kinyon, and Lauren Christian Research and Demonstration Farms. Plan on attending one or more of the regularly scheduled field days, tours or classes at one of the farms this coming year. If you need information as to field day schedules or would like to set up a tour of one of the farms just give us a call at 1-712-769-2402. The farm staff will gladly assist you in your farm tour. Information about the farms can also be obtained from our web-site at www.ag.iastate.edu/farms/index.html.
Over 4,500 visitors representing seven states and five countries attended 57 different field days, group tours, classes, or meetings at either the Armstrong, Neely-Kinyon, or Lauren Christian Swine Research and Demonstration Farms in 2000. The June field day at the Armstrong Farm was cosponsored by Iowa State University and the Southwest Iowa Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Over 300 people attended the event and saw soil conservation projects and demonstrations. Some 275 visitors attended the Neely-Kinyon fall field day where they toured the farm's organic farming plots, specialty soybean trials, and open pollinated corn studies. The "Home Garden Tour" and the "Agricultural Career Day" continue to be popular events with each giving over 200 area gardeners and high school students a chance to visit the farm. The mention of firm names or trade products does not imply that they are endorsed over other firms or simular products not mentioned.
